BLENDON TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

April 16, 2009

1. Supervisor Larry Ver Hage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Don Vander Kuyl offered the invocation.

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll Call:  Present; Don Vander Kuyl, Larry Ver Hage, Phil De Lange, Paul Blauwkamp.  Absent without notice Bob Hop.

5. There was a motion by De Lange, supported by Blauwkamp, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.

6. The minutes of the March 19, 2009 Board meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval and this motion was supported by Blauwkamp. The minutes of the March 19, 2009 Board meeting as presented were approved without objection.

7. Treasurer Vander Kuyl presented the invoices from March 19, 2009 through April 16, 2009 to be approved for payment and this motion was supported by Blauwkamp. The invoices were approved for payment without objection.

8. Supervisor’s Report

a. Ver Hage reported that the Ottawa County Road Commission held a public hearing on April 9, 2009 concerning the 84th Avenue paving project.

b. Ver Hage reported that Charter Communication has filed Chapter 11 bankruptcy. This should not adversely affect Blendon Township.

c. The Township has received from the Ottawa County Sheriffs Department a preliminary report on the ongoing investigation regarding waste dumping along 80th Ave in Blendon Township..

9. Treasurer’s Report

· Treasurer Vander Kuyl reviewed the written report that was presented and he reviewed the fund balances.

10. Opportunity for Public Comment

· No comments were made to the Board.

11. Monthly Reports

a. Emergency Services:  Minutes of the March 26, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

b. Fire Department Activity Report: A written report was presented and read by Fire Chief Kurt Gernaat.

c. Police Activity Report: A written report was previously presented by Deputy Bob Jewell and read by Supervisor Ver Hage.

d. Building Inspector:  A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

e. Zoning Administrator:  A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

f. Building & Grounds:  A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

g. Planning Commission:  The minutes of April 2, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

12. New Business

a. Zeeland Area Community Park and Recreation Plan:

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Blauwkamp to adopt the resolution of support for the Zeeland Area Community Park and Recreation Plan as a guideline for improving recreation for the residents of Blendon Township and the Zeeland Public School District.  Roll call vote; Vander Kuyl yes, Ver Hage yes, De Lange yes, Blauwkamp yes.  Absent; Hop. Resolution is declared adopted.

b. Appointment of Planning Commissioners:  

1.
Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange to appoint Mark Leathead to a three (3) year term on the Blendon Township Planning Commission.  Motion Carried

2.
Motion by De Lange, supported by Blauwkamp to appoint Paul Potter to a three (3) year term on the Blendon Township Planning Commission.  Motion carried.

c. Rezone recommendation:  

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by Vander Kuyl to approve the rezone of part of PP# 70-13-12-200-023 to C-1 Neighborhood commercial requested by Della Frye as recommendation by the Blendon Township Planning Commission.  Motion carried.

d.  Employee Handbook: A Preliminary Draft of a proposed Employee handbook for employees of Blendon Township was presented to the Board members for review.

e. Burning Ordinance:  A revised draft for a new “Burning Ordinance” was presented to the Board members for review.

13. Information

· Annual Dandelion Festival May 2, 2009, Borculo

· Ottawa Road Commission Meeting - May 12, 2009, 7:00pm

· Ottawa County MTA Meeting – May 4, 2009

· Blendon Township Website Report

· Bike MS Event

14. Upcoming Meetings

a. EMS Committee – April 30, 2009

b. Ottawa County MTA – May 4 at 7:30 pm Fillmore Complex

c. Planning Commission – May 7, 2009

d. Township Board – May 21, 2009

15. Correspondence – OCRC 

There was a motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange to direct the Supervisor to send a letter to the Ottawa County Road Commission.  Motion carried.

16. Other inquires:  

· Supervisor Ver Hage informed the Board members that he had received several complaints regarding the surface conditions of some of the subdivision roads in the Borculo area.  The Ottawa County Road Commission has been appraised of the situation, they will investigate and report with a recommendation  for possible remedies

17. Adjournment

There being no more business to come before the Board and without objection the meeting was called to adjournment by Supervisor Ver Hage at 8:03 pm.

Recorded by Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator

Submitted by, Phil De Lange, Clerk

