BLENDON TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

August 20, 2009

1. Supervisor Larry Ver Hage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Larry Ver Hage offered the invocation.

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll Call:  Present; Bob Hop, Don Vander Kuyl, Larry Ver Hage, Phil De Lange, Paul Blauwkamp.

5. The Agenda was approved as presented.

6. The minutes of the July 16, 2009 Board meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval, and Blauwkamp supported the motion.  The minutes of the July 16, 2009 Board meeting as presented were approved without objection.

The minutes of the August 4, 2009 Special Board meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval, and Vander Kuyl supported the motion.  The minutes of the August 4, 2009 meeting as presented were approved without objection.

7. Treasurer Vander Kuyl presented the invoices of July 15, 2009 through August 20, 2009 to be approved for payment and DeLange supported this motion.  The invoices were approved for payment without objection.

8. Supervisor’s Report

· Renovation project

Supervisor Ver Hage stated that the project was complete and the total cost of the project came in under budget.

· Road Commission projects

      Supervisor Ver Hage reported that the 48th Ave. resurfacing project was 85% complete, and the 84th Ave. project is ready for asphalt. The anticipated conclusion of this project will be early September.

9. Treasurer’s Report – disposition of Township funds.

· The Treasurer explained the written report that was presented.

10. Opportunity for Public Comment

· Evan Viar, 4920 Tyler Oaks Dr would like to complete a project for the Blendon Township Cemetery as an Eagle Scout project.  He was referred to the cemetery sexton.

· Steve Vander Wall, 9220 76th Ave. was concerned about the requirement that the shared drive, upon which he is currently building house, must be paved before a certificate of occupancy will be issued.  The Supervisor advised that it was a zoning ordinance issue and Mr. Vander Wall was referred to the Zoning Administrator.

· Ken Steenwyk, 6004 76th Ave. asked the Clerk why he wasn’t the one recording the minutes.  The Clerk responded that the policy to use clerical help was in place before he became Clerk and that it allowed the Clerk to be more engaged in Board deliberations.  The Supervisor pointed out, that there is no legal requirement that the Clerk be the person to record the minutes.  Mr. Steenwyk also asked if there was a different dust control product that could be applied to the roads.  The Supervisor responded that calcium chloride could be used but that it would cost the township twice as much and the current cost is a significant portion of the general fund budget.  It has never been required for funds from the township general fund to be expended on county roads.

· Ken Schuiteman, 6447 60th Ave. Mr. Schuitema stated that he hoped the Board would not approve the Burning Ordinance.  He said he did not like the reduced penalties and that he would like a referendum vote on the penalty part of the ordinance. He also felt that there was not enough publicity concerning the ordinance. The Supervisor pointed that it was on the agenda for the past 5 months and there were always members of public and press present.

· David Nysse, 8088 56th Ave. He felt that the Township was digging into his pocket when there are fines attached to ordinance violations, and that the Township is infringing on his rights.  The Supervisor replied that the ordinance does not infringe on rights but rather defines reasonable, considerate, and neighborly conduct. The current and preceding ordinance included fines and a potential jail sentence; the new revisions have reduced the potential penalties and there is no potential for a jail sentence.

· Paul Alberda, 7234 Manitoba.  Mr. Alberda asked if changing an ordinance regarding the procedures for paving a multiple property private drive is a big process and requires a public hearing, why may the Board revise the Burning Ordinance without this process. The Supervisor replied that a Township General Ordinance concerns human behavior and does not require a public hearing but a change in the zoning ordinance, because it involves property rights, must follow the requirements of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act requiring publication and a hearing before the Planning Commission followed by a recommendation by Planning to the legislative body, the Township Board.

11. Monthly Reports

a. Emergency Services Report – Minutes of the July 30, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

b. Fire Dept Activity Report – A written report was presented and read by Fire Chief Kurt Gernaat.

c. Police Activity Report – A written report was previously presented by Deputy Bob Jewell and read by Supervisor Ver Hage.

d. Building Inspector – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma

e. Zoning Administration – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

f. Building & Grounds – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

g. Planning Commission – No meeting held

h. Board of Review – Minutes of the July 21, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

12. Old Business

a. “Burning Ordinance” 4th Draft

· Supervisor Ver Hage reviewed the developmental history and explained the ordinance in detail for the benefit of the audience.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Blauwkamp to take off the table the motion to adopt the Township of Blendon Outdoor and Open Burning Ordinance and Provide Penalties for the Violation Thereof, and to Repeal the Blendon Township Ordinance No 39.   Roll call vote; Hop yes, Vander Kuyl yes, DeLange yes, Blauwkamp yes, Ver Hage yes.  Motion carried.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by DeLange to adopt the Township of Blendon Outdoor and Open Burning Ordinance and Provide Penalties for the Violation Thereof; and to Repeal the Blendon Township Ordinance No. 39.  Roll call vote; Hop yes, Vander Kuyl yes, DeLange yes, Blauwkamp yes, Ver Hage yes.  Resolution adopted unanimously.

b. Employee Handbook review.

· The fifth draft was presented for review and for comments at the Sept. 17, 2009 Board meeting. No actions were taken at this time.

13. New Business

· Consider the comments and policy for subdivision street maintenance.

The Supervisor presented a spreadsheet that demonstrated the spread of costs to parcels in a tentative special assessment district for residents of Doug Fir and Blue Spruce Ct.  After Board discussion the Supervisor was directed to present the information to those parties who previously demonstrated an interest in the road maintenance issue.

14. Information – No additional items were presented to the Board.

15. Upcoming Meetings.

a. EMS Committee – August 27, 2009 Canceled
b. Planning Commission – September 3, 2009

c. Township Board – September 17, 2009

16. Correspondence - None

17. Adjournment

There being no additional items of business to come before the Board and without objection the meeting was called to adjournment by Supervisor Ver Hage at 8:15 pm.

Recorded by Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator

Submitted by, Phil De Lange, Clerk

