BLENDON TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

December 17, 2009

1. Supervisor Larry Ver Hage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Bob Hop offered the invocation.

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll call:  Present; Bob Hop, Don Vander Kuyl, Larry Ver Hage, Phil DeLange, Paul Blauwkamp.

5. The Agenda was approved as presented.

6. The minutes of the November 19, 2009 Board meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval, and Blauwkamp supported the motion.  The minutes of the November 19, 2009 Board meeting as presented were approved without objection.

7. Treasurer Vander Kuyl presented the invoices of November 17, 2009 through December 15, 2009 for payment and Hop supported the motion.  The invoices were approved for payment without objection.

8. Treasurer’s Report – A brief financial report regarding the disposition of Township funds was presented to the Board for information.

9. Clerk’s Report – The minutes of the Blendon Township Election Commission meeting were presented to the Board for information.  The Clerk presented a brief explanation to the Board regarding the new precinct boundaries.

10. Supervisor’s Report.

A. Ottawa County Road Commission meeting on December 1, 2009 – A verbal report was given by Supervisor Ver Hage

B. Energy Audit – An onsite inspection of the Township buildings was done by US Engineers, hired by Ottawa County, on December 10, 2009.  The results will be presented to the Township when completed.

C. Budget Report – Supervisor Ver Hage gave a status report of the Township budget for the fiscal year 2009 – 2010. There will be a budget workshop at the January Board meeting for the 2010/2011 general fund budget proposals.

D. Drain Commission – Supervisor Ver Hage presented quotes for proposed drain work, from the Ottawa County Drain Commission, to be completed in 2010.

11. Opportunity for public comment:  There were no comments presented to the Board from the public.

12. Monthly Reports

A. Emergency Services – The minutes of the November 24, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

B. Fire Dept Activity Report – No report

C. Police Activity Report – A written report was previously presented by Deputy Bob Jewell, and read by Supervisor Ver Hage.

D. Building Inspector – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

E. Zoning Administration – No report.

F. Building & Grounds – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

G. Planning Commission – No report

H. Board of Review – The minutes of the December 15, 2009 Blendon Township Board of Review were presented for information.

13. New Business

A. Consider adoption of the Employee Handbook.

· A motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Blauwkamp of a Resolution to Adopt the Blendon Township Employee Manual.  Roll call vote:  Hop, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes; Resolution adopted.

B. Consider resolution to establish Drain Maintenance Policy.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by Hop to adopt a Policy for the Construction, Improvement or Maintenance of Drains.  Roll call vote: Hop, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes. Resolution adopted.

C. Consider Board of Review appointment.

· Supervisor Ver Hage received from James Brandt a letter of resignation regarding his position the Board of Review.

· Motion by De Lange, supported by Vander Kuyl to appoint Ronald Blouw to fill the remainder of the term of James Brandt on the Board of Review.  Motion approved.

D. Consideration of resolution to disclaim foreclosed property.

· Motion by De Lange, supported by Blauwkamp to adopt a Resolution Regarding the Disposition of Foreclosed Property.  Roll call vote: Hop, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes.  Resolution adopted.

E. Consider approval of EMS nominee.

· A letter of resignation was received from Gene Brinks requesting resignation from the EMS Committee. 

· No replacement was appointed at this time.

F. Consider approval of procedure to commence with Fire Dept capital outlay expenditure.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by Vander Kuyl to approve a capital expenditure from the capital outlay line of the Fire Capital Improvements Fund (214). This expenditure for the purpose of purchasing a Thermal Imaging Camera for the Borculo Fire Station.  Motion approved. 

G. Consider approval of EMS recommendation to hire two additional fire fighters.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Hop to hire Tim Holland and Scott VanderVeen as firefighters at the Borculo Fire Station.  Motion approved.

H. Consider approval of streetlights – 56th & Baldwin & 56th & Tyler.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange to authorize the installation of street lights at the corner of 56Ave. and Tyler Street and at the corner of 56th Ave. and Baldwin Street.  Motion approved.

I. Consider replacement of obsolete appliances at the Borculo Community Center.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange to replace the obsolete stove and refrigerator at the Borculo Community Center as previously approved in the general fund budget.  Motion approved.

14. Information – Street light districts.

· Supervisor Ver Hage offered a lengthy explanation to the Board members regarding the way that the cost of operating the streetlights in the Township is distributed.  Most of the residents in subdivisions are paying less than actual cost of operations.

15. Correspondence – Charter Communications 12-4-2009 and various emails.

16. Upcoming Meetings.

A. EMS – December 29, 2009, TUESDAY!

B. Planning Commission – January 7, 2010

C. Township Board – January 21, 2010

17. Adjournment.

There being no additional items of business to come before the Board and without objection the meeting was called to adjournment by Supervisor Larry Ver Hage at 8:30 pm.

Recorded by Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator

Submitted by, Phil De Lange, Clerk

