BLENDON TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

February 19, 2009

1. Supervisor Larry Ver Hage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Bob Hop offered the invocation.

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll Call:  Present; Bob Hop, Don Vander Kuyl, Larry Ver Hage, Phil De Lange, Paul Blauwkamp.

5. Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion Carried.

6. The minutes of the January 15, 2009 Board meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval.  This motion was supported by De Lange.  The minutes of the January 15, 2009, Board meeting as presented were approved without objection.

7. The Township Board recognized the service that Doug Regnerus has given to Blendon Township as a fire fighter. On behalf of the Township Board and the people of Blendon Township the supervisor expressed gratitude and thanks to Doug Regnerus for his 13 years of service to the Township as a Fireman and a Medical First Responder.

8. Mr. Vander Kuyl presented the invoices from January 14, 2009 through February 17, 2009, to be approved for payment.  This motion was supported by Blauwkamp.The invoices were presented for payment without objection.

9. Supervisors Report:

a. Supervisor Ver Hage stated that the assessment notices, and a brochure explaining the assessments will be sent out the last week of February, 2009.

b. Ver Hage stated that the Township budget is on track for the 2008 – 2009 fiscal year.  The Township budget is at 70% of expenditures and we have completed 90% of the fiscal year.

10. Treasurer’s Report

· Treasurer Vander Kuyl explained the written report that was presented and he reviewed the fund balances.

11. Opportunity for Public Comment.

· There were no members of the public present at the meeting and thus no comment was received by the Board.

12. Monthly Reports

a. Emergency Services:  Minutes of the January 29, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

b. Fire Dept Activity Report:  A written report was presented.

c. Police Activity Report:  A written report was presented by Deputy Bob Jewell.

d. Building Inspector:  A written report was presented and read by the Jim Scholma.

e. Zoning Administration:  A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

f. Building & Grounds:  A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

g. Planning Commission:  No meeting was held and thus no report.

h. Compensation Commission:  The minutes of the January 19, 2009 and the February 16, 2009 meetings were presented for information. The work of the Commission has been completed.

13. New Business

a. Budget Reconciliation

1).  Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, to move that the following budget account line items be adjusted as follows:  Account 101-191-900-000, Elections - Printing & Publishing to be increased $750.00 from the contingent account 101-890-965-000; account 101-22-930-000, Data Processing - Repairs & Maintenance, to be increased $1,800.00; account 101-265-862-000 Building & Grounds - Transportation, to be increased $900.00.  The total sum of $3,450.00 to be distributed to these accounts from the contingent account 101-890-965-000.  Motion Carried.

2).  Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, to move that the following budget account line be adjusted as follows:  Account 214-336-726-000, Fire Cap Improvement – Supplies Regular, to be increased $2,500.00 and account 214-336-930-000 Fire Cap Improvement - Repairs & Maintenance to be increased $100.00.  These accounts to receive distribution from account 2214-336-890-000 – Contingent and Fire Operations – Supplies Office, account 206-380-728-000 by adjusted from the Fire Operations contingent line, account 206-890-000 by 150.00.  Motion Carried.

b. Budget Amendment

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Hop to amend the budget as follows; General Fund: Increase 101-202-800-000 – Auditor $4000.00.  Decrease 101-890-965-000  -Contingent  $4000.00.  Roll call vote; Hop yes, Vander Kuyl yes, Ver Hage yes, De Lange yes, Blauwkamp yes.  Motion Carried.

c. Proposal to enhance the Laserfische system.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange to upgrade the Laserfische scanning system, and purchases a computer to establish a dedicated work station for the Laserfische scanning system.  Motion Carried.

d. Proposal for 2009 Road Dust Control

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange to accept the bid of Bruce Allen Enterprises Inc for dust control on the county roads within the township for the year 2009.  Motion Carried.

e. Grave opening fee adjustment – effective 3-1-09

· Motion by De Lange, supported by Blauwkamp to increase the grave opening fee from $440.00 to $470.00 effective March 1, 2009.  Motion Carried.

14. Budget Work Session – Fiscal Budget 2009 – 2010

· A review of the tentative proposed budget was conducted by the supervisor.  A page by page discussion of the proposed general fund budget was done to familiarize all the Board members with the details of this proposal and to receive suggestions and recommendations regarding the proper disposition of various line items. 

· Motion by De Lange, supported by Vander Kuyl to publish notice and to hold a Public Hearing on the 2009 – 2010 fiscal year budgets on March 19, 2009.  Roll call vote:  Hop yes, Vander Kuyl yes, Ver Hage yes, De Lange yes, Blauwkamp yes.  Motion Carried.

15. Upcoming Meetings

a. EMS Committee – February 26, 2009

b. Planning Commission – March 5, 2009

c. Township Board – March 19, 2009

d. Budget Hearing – March 19, 2009 at 8:00 p.m.

16. Correspondence:  

a. A letter was presented from the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Office.

b. A letter was presented from Mika, Meyers, Beckett & Jones PLC

c. A letter was presented from Charter Communications.

17. Information:

· Supervisor Ver Hage presented a statement concerning the Bingham Street redevelopment project costs to keep the Board informed of the current disposition of the financial status of the project.

18. Adjournment

There being no more business to come before the Board and without objection the meeting was called to adjournment by Supervisor Ver Hage at  8.55 pm.

Recorded by Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator

Submitted by, Phil De Lange, Clerk.

