BLENDON TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

January 15, 2009

1. Supervisor Larry Ver Hage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Paul Blauwkamp offered the invocation.

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll Call:  Present; Bob Hop, Don Vander Kuyl, Larry Ver Hage, Phil De Lange, Paul Blauwkamp.

5. Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by Vander Kuyl, to approve the agenda as presented.

6. The minutes of the December 18, 2008 Board meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval.  This motion was supported by Blauwkamp.  The minutes of the December 18, 2008, Board meeting as presented were approved without objection.

7. Mr. Vander Kuyl presented the invoices from Dec. 18, 2008 through Jan. 13, 2009, to be approved for payment.  This motion was supported by Hop.  The invoices were presented for payment without objection.

8. Supervisors Report 

a. The Township received a check for $882.00 from FEMA for water damage at the Township Office.

b. Ver Hage reported the disposition of the budget.  Revenue is 68%, Expenditures 64%.

c. The Board of Review has been appointed.

d. The Assessors office reported that the assessed value of property will have an average decline of 4.63%, and Taxable value will have an average increase of 4.4%.

9. Treasurer’s Report.

· Treasurer Vander Kuyl explained the written report that was presented.

10. Opportunity for Public Comment.

· No comments.

11. Monthly Reports.

a.  Emergency Services:  Minutes of the Dec.30, 2008 meeting were presented for information.

b.  Fire Dept Activity Report:  A written report was presented and read by Fire Chief Kurt Gernaat.

c.  Police Activity Report:  The supervisor read a written report that was submitted by Deputy Bob Jewell.

d.  Building Inspector:  A written report was presented and read by the Building Inspector.

e.  Zoning Administration:  A written report was presented and read by the Zoning Administrator.

f. Building & Grounds.  A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

g. Planning Commission:  The minutes of the Jan. 8, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

h. Compensation Commission:  The minutes of the Jan. 6, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

12. New Business:

a. Re-zone request.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by Hop, to approve the re-zone of PP# 70-13-06-400-001 from (AG) Agricultural to (R-1) Low Density Residential received from the Planning Commission, and requested by Todd Ponstein.  Motion Approved.

b. Tentative Budget Worksheets Fiscal Year 2009-2010.

· The tentative budget worksheet was given to the Board members for study.  Supervisor Ver Hage walked the Board members thru the tentative budget.

c. Budget Reconciliation.

1).  Motion Number 1, General Fund.  Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, That the following budget account line be adjusted as follows:  Account 101-209-828-000 Assessor, membership and dues for a debit amount of $20.00, and  Account 101-247-800-000, Treasurer, Contracted Services for a debit amount of  $3500.00 from Account 101-890-865-000, Contingent payments, a total amount of $3520.00.  Motion Carried.

2).  Motion Number 2, Fire Capital Improvement 214.  Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Hop, that the following budget Account 214-336-930-000, Repair and Maintenance be debited $5262.00 and credit Account 214-336-726-000 Contingent $5262.00.  Motion Carried.

3).  Motion Number 3, Fire Operations 206.  Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, that the following account be budget Account 206-336-726-000 Supplies Regular be debited $152.00, and credit Account 206-336-965-000 Contingent $152.00.  Motion Carried.

d. Redecoration of office.

1).  Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange to approve the redecoration of the Supervisor’s office.  Motion Carried.

2).  Motion by De Lange, supported by Vander Kuyl to allow up to $3000.00 to be spent for plans for central office reorganization from Buildings & Grounds.  Motion Carried.

13. Upcoming meetings.

a. EMS Committee – January 29, 2009

b. Planning Commission – February meeting cancelled

c. Compensation Commission – January 19 and February 16 & 23

d. Township Board February 19

14. Correspondence

15. Information – Ottawa County Road Commission authorized to proceed with placement of  “No Engine Braking” signs.

16. Adjournment

There being no more business to come before the Board and without objection the meeting was called to adjournment by Supervisor Ver Hage at 8:33 pm.

Recorded by Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator

Submitted by, Phil De Lange, Clerk.

