BLENDON TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

March 19, 2009

1. Supervisor Larry Ver Hage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Larry Ver Hage offered the invocation.

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll Call:  Present; Bob Hop, Don Vander Kuyl, Larry Ver Hage, Phil De Lange, Paul Blauwkamp.

5. There was a motion by Hop and support by Vander Kuyl, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion Carried

6. The minutes of the February 19, 2009 Board meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval and this motion was supported by Blauwkamp.  The minutes of the February 19, 2009 Board meeting as presented were approved without objection.

7. Treasurer Vander Kuyl presented the invoices from February 18, 2009 through March 18, 2009 to be approved for payment and this motion was supported by   De Lange. The invoices were approved for payment without objection.

8. Mr. Glenn Nykamp, Supervisor from Zeeland Township was recognized by the Chairman and Glenn then introduced Mike Kolean who represents the Zeeland School District Recreation Program.  Mike gave the history of the program and how it is funded for information.  Upon conclusion of his presentation, Mike made a request that the Blendon Township Board consider adopting a resolution in support of the project.

9. Ken Zarzecki, from the Ottawa County Road Commission Public Utilities Department, presented to the Board details about the Wyoming Water System Expansion and how it affects Ottawa County and various Townships that receive service from the water system.  Mr. Zarecki requested the Board to consider adopting the resolution to adopt the Ottawa County Public Utilities “2009 Water Supply Improvements Contract” and the actual “2009 Water Supply Improvements Contract.”

10. Supervisors Report

a. Budget Report

1).  Supervisor Ver Hage stated that as of today and with only 12 days left in the current fiscal year, 94% of the projected revenue has been received and that 77% of the amounts projected for expenditure had been made. 

2).  Supervisor Ver Hage reviewed the line item expenditures for the current fiscal year.

3).  The following resolution to amend the 2008-2009 Budget was offered by Vander Kuyl and supported by De Lange:  Be it resolved that the Township Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to amend the 2008-2009 budget for the following line item amounts specified:

General Fund:  Increase    101-865-910-000  Insurance       $6,000.00

                         Increase    101-448-920-000  Street Lights  $1,000.00

                         Decrease   101-890-965-000  Contingent     $7,000.00

Roll Call Vote: Hop yes, Vander Kuyl yes, Ver Hage yes, DeLange yes, Blauwkamp yes.  The Budget Amendment resolution was adopted.

b. Drains & Water issues

· Supervisor Ver Hage reported on the deficiencies of some of the county drains within the township and what the Township and the Ottawa County Drain Commission is doing to address these deficiencies.  Specific concerns regarding the Blendon Cemetery Drain the Snyder Drain and the problems being encountered in Woodland Estates and Whitetail Woods were brought to the Boards attention.

11. Treasurer’s Report

a.  Treasurer Vander Kuyl explained the written report that was presented and he reviewed the fund balances.

b. Treasurer Vander Kuyl reported on the summer and winter tax revenue collected by the Township and the subsequent distribution of the tax revenues.

12. Opportunity for Public Comment

· Paul Alberta, 7234 Manitoba Court asked if the 1% tax collection fee could be removed from the tax bills.

13. Monthly Reports

a. Emergency Services; Minutes of the February 26, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

b. Fire Dept. Activity Report; A written report was presented and read by Fire Chief Kurt Gernaat. 

c. Police Activity Report; A written report was previously presented by Bob Jewell and read by Supervisor Ver Hage.

The time being 8:00 pm, review of the remaining monthly reports was suspended by the Chairman

14. Budget Hearing

a. At 8:00 pm the Supervisor suspended the preceding agenda and asked for a motion to open the public hearing.

b. Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Hop to open the public hearing.  Motion Carried.

c. Clerk De Lange read the published public hearing notice.

d. Supervisor Ver Hage made introductory comments concerning the budget and stated that the pro forma budget was discussed at the February 19, 2009 Board meeting. Subsequent to recommendations and suggestions the proposed final General Fund Budget was developed. 

e. Public comments:

1). Paul Alberta, 7234 Manitoba Court made inquires regarding the disposition of township funds.  Paul also made and inquiry regarding the details of the Building & Grounds budget cost center. 

2). Ken Steenwyk, 6004 76th Ave. questioned the amount budgeted for the Building Inspections Fund.

f. After making several calls for additional public comment and receiving no more requests to speak from those in attendance, Supervisor Ver Hage closed the public hearing.

g. Supervisor Ver Hage read the proposed resolution entitled the “Blendon Township General Appropriations Act.”

h. Board Adoption:  Upon a motion made by Don Vander Kuyl and supported by Phil De Lange to adopt the “Blendon Township General Appropriations Act” resolution there was a roll call vote: Hop, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes.  The motion was declared to be unanimously approved and the budget was adopted as proposed.

i. Upon a motion by Blauwkamp and support by De Lange to approve the resolution to adopt the Fire Operations Fund Budget there was a roll call vote:  Hop, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes.  Motion carried.

j. Upon a motion by Blauwkamp and support by Vander Kuyl to approve the resolution to adopt the Fire Capital Improvement Fund Budget there was a roll call vote:  Hop, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes.  Motion carried.

k. Upon a motion by De Lange and support by Hop to approve the resolution to adopt the Inspections Fund Budget there was roll call vote:  Hop, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes.  Motion carried.

l. Upon a motion by Vander Kuyl and support by Blauwkamp to approve the resolution to adopt the Road Fund Budget there was a roll call vote:  Blauwkamp, yes; De Lange, yes; Ver Hage, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Hop, yes.  Motion carried.

The Chairman resumed the agenda at the point of departure from which the Budget Hearing commenced, 

Monthly Reports continued

d. Building Inspectors.  A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

e. Zoning Administration.  A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

f. Building & Grounds.  A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

g. Planning Commission.  The meeting minutes were presented for information. Supervisor Ver Hage thanked the Planning Chairman Mark Leathead and the Planning Commission members for their work on the revised Blendon Township Master Plan.

h. Board of Review.  Supervisor Ver Hage reviewed the BOR meeting minutes for the benefit of the Board and the audience.  The summary report that was submitted to the State Tax Commission regarding the final disposition of the actions of the Board of Review was reviewed for the benefit of the Board and the audience.

15.  New Business

a.
Ottawa County Public Utilities Resolution:

 There was motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange to adopt the resolution of the Ottawa County Public Utilities.  Roll call vote:  Blauwkamp, yes; De Lange, yes; Ver Hage, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Hop, yes.  Motion carried.

b.   There was a motion by De Lange and support by Hop to approve the resolution to adopt the annual meeting schedule for the fiscal year, publication and to pre-approve payment of all regular reoccurring expenses. Without objection the motion carried.

c. There was a motion by De Lange and support by Vander Kuyl to accept the bid for a three year contract with discount from Tru Green for the fertilization and weed control of the township properties.  Motion carried.

d. There was motion by Vander Kuyl and support by Hop to approve the EMS recommendation to hire Mike Roelofs and Adam Van Dis as firefighters for Blendon Township.  Without objection the motion carried.

e. There was a motion by Vander Kuyl and support by De Lange to approve the purchase of the Tax & Assessment Equalization Software, Accounting system updates and support package from BS& A as proposed.  Without objection the motion carried.

16.  Upcoming Meetings.

a. EMS Committee – March 26, 2009

b. Planning Commission – April 2, 2009

c.   Township Board – April 16, 2009

17.  Information

a.   Annual Dandelion Festival May 2, 2009 in Borculo.

b.   Another Blendon Township Newsletter is expected to be published this spring.

c.   The status of the Ottawa County Road Commission billing was    reviewed.

d. Correspondence:  A letter was received from the Michigan Township Participating Plan regarding the findings of their audit, recommendations and requirements.  A plan of action will be created to moderate risk as advised.

18.
Adjournment

There being no more business to come before the Board and without objection the meeting was called to adjournment by Supervisor Ver Hage at 9:18 pm.

Recorded by Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator

Submitted by, Phil De Lange, Clerk.

