BLENDON TOWNSHIP 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

May 21, 2009

1. Supervisor Larry Ver Hage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Phil DeLange offered the invocation.

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll Call:  Present; Bob Hop, Don Vander Kuyl, Larry Ver Hage, Phil De Lange, Paul Blauwkamp.

5. There was a motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.

6. The minutes of the April 16, 2009 Board meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval and this motion was supported by Blauwkamp.  The minutes of the April 16, 2009 Board meeting as presented were approved without objection.

7. Treasurer Vander Kuyl presented the invoices from April 16, 2009 through May 18, 2009 to be approved for payment and this motion was supported by Hop.  The invoices were approved for payment without objection.

8. Supervisor’s Report

a. Drains & Water issues – Paul Geerlings, Drain Commissioner 5-11-2009 meeting with the Supervisor.

· The problems that Blendon residents are experiencing, due to the high water table, was presented to the Board for consideration.

· Supervisor Ver Hage reported on the current status of county drain work by the Drain Commissioner.

b. MZEA & MRTFA issues.

· Supervisor Ver Hage explained how an issue with the MRTFA and Township ordinance on Seasonal Uses was resolved.

c. Ottawa County MTA meeting May 4, 2009

· Supervisor Ver Hage reported on the MTA meeting at the Ottawa County Fillmore Complex that he and Vander Kuyl attended on May 4, 2009.

d. OCRC & Townships meeting May 12, 2009.

· Supervisor Ver Hage reported on the OCRC report and the road construction and maintenance project projections that were presented at the May 12, 2009 meeting.

9. Clerks Report – School Election

· Clerk De Lange stated that the turnout for the May 5 school election was less than 10% of the registered voters.

· Mr. De Lange also stated that two State Legislators are sponsoring a bill to require that school elections be held on the dates of State primary and general elections.

10. Treasurer’s Report

· Treasurer Vander Kuyl reviewed the written report that was presented concerning the cash balances and the disposition of Township funds...

11. Opportunity for Public Comment.

· No comments were received by the Board.

12. Monthly Reports

a. Emergency Services

· Minutes of the April 30, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

· Minutes of the May 18, 2009 special meeting were presented for information.

b. Fire Dept. Activity Report – a verbal report was presented by Fire Chief Kurt Gernaat.

c. Police Activity Report – A written report was previously presented by Deputy Bob Jewell and read by Supervisor Ver Hage.

d. Building Inspectors Report – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

e. Zoning Administrator – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

f. Building & Grounds – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

g. Planning Commission – The minutes of the May 7, 2009 meeting were presented for information.

13. New Business

a. Appointment of Marvin Weinrich to EMS Committee

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Blauwkamp to approve the appointment of Marvin Weinrich to the Blendon Township EMS Committee.  Motion carried.

b. Request by Fire Department to proceed with capital outlay expenditures under their current budget and to approve policy statements.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by Hop to approve the Blendon Township Fire Dept. SOP’s.  Motion carried.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange to approve the purchase of two (2) laptop computers with wireless network cards, and Internet security software.  Motion carried.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Blauwkamp to approve the purchase of four (4) Motorola Minitor V pagers with spare batteries.  Motion carried.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange to approve the purchase of a Squad Vehicle for Station 2 – 1999 Medtec / International medium duty rescue.  Motion carried.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange to approve the purchase of four (4) new sets of Turnout Gear (Bunker coat, Bunker pants, boots, gloves and helmet).  Motion carried.

c. Adoption of “Drain Maintenance and Construction Policy”.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange to adopt a Policy for the Construction, Improvement or Maintenance of Drains. Upon a roll call vote:  Blauwkamp, yes; De Lange, yes; Ver Hage, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; and Hop, yes.  Motion carried.

d. Proposal for production of Township Drain map.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange to contract with Williams & Works for the creation of a Blendon Township Drain Map.  Motion carried.

e. Gypsy Moths proposal.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement for 2009 Ottawa County Gypsy Moth Suppression Program.  Motion carried.

f. Recommendations of Planning Commission for Zoning Ordinance language changes and additions.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by Hop to approve the recommendation of the Planning Commission to add to the Blendon Township Ordinance Chapter 5A as presented.  Upon a roll cal vote:  Blauwkamp, yes; De Lange, yes; Ver Hage, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Hop, yes.  Motion carried.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange to approve the recommendation of the Planning Commission to Amend the Blendon Township Ordinance Chapter 13.05.19 as presented.  Upon a roll call vote:  Hop, yes; VanderKuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes.  Motion carried 

g. PA116 Application.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Hop to approve the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program (PA116) request of Alvin Nienhuis.  Upon a roll call vote:  Blauwkamp, yes; De Lange, yes; Ver Hage, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Hop, yes.  Motion carried.

h. Township Office renovations.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange to proceed with the Blendon Township Hall renovation project as proposed within the existing fiscal year budget.  Roll call vote:  Hop yes, Vander Kuyl yes, Ver Hage yes, De Lange yes, Blauwkamp yes.  Motion Carried.

i. Charter Communications service changes.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Hop to continue service with Charter Communications at the Township Office and the Tyler Street Fire Station.  Motion carried.

j. Review proposed “Burning Ordinance”.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange to table further discussion of the Burning Ordinance current draft until the next meeting.  Motion carried.

k. Employee Handbook review.

· Motion by De Lange, supported by Blauwkamp to table further discussion of the Employee Handbook preliminary draft until the next meeting.  Motion carried.

l. Kelly Goward, Ottawa County Conservation District.

· Information regarding the plan for improvements to Township grounds was presented.  The Board decided that it could not deal with the issue at this time..

m. Discuss and consider the problems of financing the resident’s demands for road maintenance in subdivisions.

· The Board directed the Supervisor to schedule a special meeting on August 4, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Borculo Community Center for the purpose of receiving public comment regarding the most appropriate means to resolve the issues of deteriorating subdivision roads.

14. Information 

· Kathryn Gillian, Phase 1 Eastern Ottawa Transit Study was presented for information.

15. Upcoming Meetings

a. EMS Committee – May 28, 2009

b. Planning Commission – June 4 Cancelled, Next meeting July 7, 2009

c. Township Board – June 18, 2009

d. Memorial Day Ceremony – Blendon Township Cemetery May 25, 2009

16. Correspondence

· Joe Krol – email from Mr. Krol regarding the methods of dust application to the roads was presented to the Board members by Supervisor Ver Hage.

17. Adjournment

There being no more business to come before the Board and without objection the meeting was called to adjournment by Supervisor Ver Hage at 9:45 pm.            

Recorded by Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator

Submitted by, Phil De Lange, Clerk

