BLENDON TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

November 19, 2009

1. Supervisor Larry Ver Hage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Paul Blauwkamp offered the invocation.

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll call:  Present; Bob Hop, Don Vander Kuyl, Larry Ver Hage, Phil DeLange, Paul Blauwkamp.

5. The agenda was approved as presented.

6. The minutes of the October 15, 2009 Board meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval, and  Blauwkamp supported the motion.  The minutes of the October 15, 2009 Board meeting as presented were approved without objection.

7. The minutes of the October 27, 2009 Board special meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval, and Vander Kuyl supported the motion. The minutes of the October 27, 2009 Board special meeting as presented were approved without objection.

8. Treasurer Vander Kuyl presented the invoices of October 13, 2009 through November 17, 2009 for payment and Blauwkamp supported the motion. The invoices were approved for payment without objection.

9. Treasurer’s Report – A brief financial report regarding the disposition of Township funds was presented to the Board for information.

10. Supervisor’s Report

A.MTT Hearings

· The Assessor Melissa Koster and Supervisor Ver Hage represented Blendon Township at the Michigan Tax Tribunal hearing. 

B. County Equalization Study

· The County Equalization study has been completed and a residential property assessment decrease for Blendon Township is expected for 2010

C. 48th Avenue Corridor

· The 48th Avenue is moving ahead.  Indications are that 48th Ave. between M45 and Pierce St. will be a four-lane boulevard.

D. 2010-2011 Budget Process

· Preliminary budget information was presented to the Board members for study.

· Revenue sharing and taxable values are expected to be less then 2009.

E. Eastern Ottawa County Transportation Study

· Larry Ver Hage and Don Vander Kuyl attended the Eastern Ottawa County Transportation Study meeting.

11. Eastern Ottawa County Transportation Study Report 

· Linda Lefebre and Kathryn Gillen gave a presentation to the Board summarizing the work of the study committee regarding the need for public transportation in eastern Ottawa County.

12. Opportunity for Public Comment:  There were no comments were presented to the Board from members of the public.
13. Monthly Reports

A. Emergency Services – The minutes of the October 29, 2009 minutes were presented for information.

B. Fire Dept Activity Report – A written report was presented and read by fireman Gary Schepers.

C. Police Activity Report – A written report was previously presented by Deputy Bob Jewell, and read by Supervisor Ver Hage.

D. Building Inspector – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

E. Zoning Administration – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

F. Building & Grounds – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

G. Planning Commission – The November 5, 2009 meeting was canceled.

14. New Business

A. Adjust Building Inspection Fees

· Motion by DeLange, supported by Vander Kuyl to adopt the inspection fee changes effective January 1, 2010.  Motion carried.

B. Reform rental policy at Borculo Community Center

· The rental policy will continue without change.

C. Adjust drain policy proposal

· A resolution will be presented at the next board meeting    concerning the Blendon Township drains.

D. Cross walk signals at 48th Ave. and Port Sheldon

· The Township will not participate financial in the installation of cross walk signals on the corner of 48th Ave and Port Sheldon Road at this time.

E. SOPHOS Security System Subscription – 3 year commitment

· Motion by DeLange, supported by Blauwkamp to purchase the SOPHOS Security Software for a three (3) year period to obtain the significant discount.  Motion carried.

F. Dust control for county roads in Blendon Twp. 2010

· A study of the various options for dust control methods on the public roads was presented to the Board.  The Township will continue with the same dust control method that is currently used.

G. Employees Manual – Ninth Draft

· A resolution for adoption of the Employee Manual will be presented at the next Board meeting.

15. Information

· Ottawa Chapter MTA Christmas Party Monday Dec 7, 2009 @7pm

· Ottawa County Road Commission meeting Tuesday Dec 1, 2009 @ 7pm

16. Correspondence

17. Upcoming Meetings

A. November 24, 2009, EMS

B. December 7, 2009 Ottawa MTA Christmas Party

C. December 3, 2009 Planning Commission

D. December 17, 2009 Board meeting

18. Adjournment

There being no additional items of business to come before the Board and without objection the meeting was called to adjournment by the Supervisor Larry Ver Hage at 8:35 pm.

Recorded by Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator

Submitted by, Phil De Lange, Clerk

