BLENDON TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

November 20, 2008

1. Supervisor Larry Ver Hage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Don Vander Kuyl offered the invocation.

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll Call:  Present; Bob Hop, Don Vander Kuyl, Larry Ver Hage, Phil De Lange, Paul Blauwkamp.

5. Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange, to approve the Agenda as presented.  Motion Carried.

6. The minutes of the October 16, 2008 Board meeting were presented by the Clerk for approval.  This motion was supported by Vander Kuyl.  The minutes of the October 16, 2008, Board meeting as presented were approved without objection.

7. Mr. Vander Kuyl, presented the invoices from Oct. 17, 2008, through Nov. 19, 2008, to be approved for payment.  This motion was supported by De Lange. The invoices were approved for payment as presented without objection.

8. Supervisor report and review.

a. New Board

· Supervisor Ver Hage welcomed the new board members.

· Ver Hage explained the procedures and the rules that the board will follow.

· Ver Hage presented a Budget Review as of Oct 31, 2008 and gave highlights of the General Budget Fund.  He also addressed questions from the board members.

b. New Assessments

· Ver Hage gave a presentation on the assessment procedures, the two-year sales study results for Blendon Township and explained the CPI inflation factor.  Ver Hage explained the procedural changes for the 2009 Assessment Year that was received from the Michigan Department of Treasury.

9. Clerks Report

· Clerk De Lange reported on the election that 33 individuals were used throughout the year for the four elections, which were held at a cost to the township of $12,000.00.  De Lange also explained how the write-in ballots were calculated in comparison to the total number of ballots cast. 

10. Opportunity for Public Comment.

· Mark Leathead, 4917 Bauer Rd. read a written report concerning section 8, item (f) of the October 16, 2008 Blendon Township Board Meeting minutes. 

11. Monthly Reports.

a. Emergency Services Report.  Minutes of the Oct 30, 2008 meeting were presented for information.

b. Fire Department Activity Report.  Chief Gernaat presented a written report and he reviewed it for the Board.

c. Police Activity Report.  A report was presented for information and the supervisor read the summary.

d. Building Inspector.  A report was presented and read by the Building Inspector.

e. Zoning Administration.  A report was presented and read by the Zoning Administrator.

f. Building & Grounds.  A report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

g. Treasurers Report.  A report was presented and read by the treasurer.

h. Planning Commission.  The minutes of the Nov. 6, 2008 meeting were presented for information.

12. New Business

a.
Ordinance Adoption.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange, to approve the Ordinance  that adopts the changes to the zoning ordinance recommended by the Planning Commission as demonstrated in Exhibit A.  Roll Call:  Blauwkamp, yes; DeLange, yes; VanderKuyl, yes; Hop, yes; Ver Hage, yes.  The ordinance is adopted.

b.
Policy Change

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, to adopt the revised “Road Paving Policy.”  Roll Call Vote: Hop, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes; Ver Hage, yes. Motion Carried.

c.
Policy Amendment

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, to adopt the 2009 Federal Poverty Guidelines as an amendment to the Blendon Township Poverty Exemption Policy. Motion Carried.

d.
Fire Dept – Capital Outlay

· Motion by De Lange, supported by Blauwkamp, to approve the Fire Department request to purchase two Ice Rescue Suits, two life jackets, and two rescue lines.  Motion Carried.

e. Budget Adjustment.

· Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange, to approve that the amount of $5900.00 be transferred from account 101-446-963-000 (Dust Control) to the account 101-446-965-000 (Payment to other Government) of the line item Roads.  Motion Carried.

f.
Capital Outlay

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, to purchase a replacement desk top computer as part of the replacement scheduled per budget.  Motion Carried.


13. Upcoming Meetings.

a. EMS Committee – Nov 25, 2008

b. Planning Commission – Dec 4, 2008

c. Township Board – Dec 18, 2008

14. Correspondence

· Supervisor Ver Hage presented and read a letter received from Linda Van Sprange.

15.  Information.

a. Ottawa County MTA Christmas Dinner. Dec 1, 2008

b. Ottawa County Road Commission meeting Dec 2, 2008

16. There being no more business to come before the Board and without objection the meeting was called to adjournment by Supervisor Ver Hage at 8:35 pm.  Motion Carried              

Recorded by, Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator

Submitted by, Phil De Lange, Clerk.

