BLENDON TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

October 15, 2009

1. Supervisor Larry Ver Hage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Phil De Lange offered the invocation.

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll Call:  Present; Bob Hop, Don Vander Kuyl, Larry Ver Hage, Phil De Lange, Paul Blauwkamp.

5. The agenda was approved as presented.

6. The minutes of the September 17, 2009 Board meeting, were presented by the Clerk for approval, and Blauwkamp supported the motion.  The minutes of the September 17, 2009 Board meeting as presented were approved without objection.

7. Treasurer Vander Kuyl presented invoices of September 15, 2009 through October 13, 2009 for payment and Blauwkamp supported the motion.  The invoices were approved for payment without objection.

8. Supervisor’s Report

A. Financial Report Review

                                       Ver Hage gave a verbal summary of the financial report prepared  

                                       Kiekover, Scholma & Shumaker PC.

B.  2nd Quarter Budget Review

Ver Hage gave a verbal review of the status of the budget at the end of the 2nd quarter of the fiscal year.

C.  County Drains charges vs. budget

Ver Hage the Ottawa County Drain Commission apportionment for 2009.

D. Ottawa County Land Bank

Ver Hage explained the structure Ottawa County would set up to take control of and manage distressed properties.

E. State Assessors Board

Ver Hage attended the State Assessors Board

Ver Hage took the State Assessors Board exam and passed Level 1 Assessors certification.

9.
Treasurer’s Report – A brief financial report regarding the disposition of     Township funds was presented to the Board for information.

· The Treasurer offered an explanation of the written report that was presented.

9. Opportunity for Public Comment

Bri Hogan, 4200 Quincy St., Hudsonville, MI. doing government class assignment, asked the following question of the Board:

· What are the most pressing issues of the Hudsonville School District?  Ver Hage – Budgeting and decreasing revenue. 

· Why is this issue so significant?  Ver Hage – There are limited resources and we must use what we receive carefully.

· What would happen if this issue doesn’t pass?  Ver Hage – It usually passes, the comfort of residents and young people depends on how tax money is spent.

· Why should high school age young people be concerned about issues at local government?  Ver Hage – Local government is the level government you will interact with the most.  Local government will have the most direct impact on you regarding your property taxes, how you property may be used within the framework of the community and the provision of safety services.

· Are you over budget?  Ver Hage – We are midway through the fiscal year and have made almost all of our big expenditures using only half of the budget.  We are doing well and should finish the year within budget.

10. Monthly Reports

· Emergency Services – The minutes of the Sept. 24, 2009 meeting were presented for information

· Fire Department Activity Report – A written report was presented and read by Fire Chief Kurt Gernaat.

· Police Activity Report – A written report was previously presented by Deputy Bob Jewell and read by Supervisor Ver Hage.

· Building Inspector – A written report was presented and read by Jim Scholma.

· Zoning Administration – there was no new significant information to report

· Building & Grounds – there was no new significant information to report

· Planning Commission – The October 1, 2009 meeting was cancelled.

11. Public Hearing on Application for PA198 IFT District

· Ver Hage opened the public hearing.

· Ver Hage read the published hearing notice.

· Ken Rizzio from the Ottawa County Economic Development Office explained the Michigan policy concerning the request for the tax abatement district under PA 198.

· There being no additional comments, Ver Hage closed the public hearing.

12. New Business

A. Consider resolution to create a tax abatement district under PA198

· A resolution was offered by Blauwkamp, supported by DeLange to Establish a Plant Rehabilitation District (Ottawa Development LLC, 9500 Henry Court).  Roll call vote; DeLange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes; Hop, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes.  Motion carried.

B. Consider Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2009 as the date for Public Hearing to consider the application for a certificate of tax abatement under PA198 in the newly created district.

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by DeLange to hold a public hearing on Oct. 27, 2009 for PA 198 for the application of a certificate for tax abatement.  Motion carried

C. PA116 Applications – Boersen Farms

· PP#70-13-34-100-037

· PP#70-13-34-100-033

· PP#70-13-34-100-031

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Blauwkamp to approve the PA116 applications of Boersen Farms.  Motion carried.

D. Consider Fire Department requests to proceed with previously approved budget items.

· Motion by Hop, supported by DeLange to approve the expenditure of the Fire Dept. to paint the walls of the apparatus bay at the Tyler St. Fire Station from account 206-336-930-000.  Motion carried.

· Motion by DeLange, supported by Blauwkamp to approve the expenditure of the Fire Dept. to purchase a used Video/Power point projector, 8 foot screen, and speaker for training purposes from account 214-336-970-000.  Motion carried.

E. Drains – at large payment vs. district assessments

· Board discussion – no action taken.

F. Employee Handbook

· Ver Hage explained changes in the 7th draft of the Employee Handbook.

G. Discuss cemetery master-planning

· Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Blauwkamp to direct the Supervisor to proceed with master planning of cemetery development under the provisions of the current cost center financial constraints of the general fund budget.  Motion carried.

13. Information

A. Eastern Ottawa Public Transit

· Information received.

B. Ottawa County Road Commission traffic counts

· Information received

14. Correspondence – No correspondence had been received.

15. Upcoming Meetings

A. October 27, 2009, Special Board Meeting – Public hearing

B. October 29, 2009 EMS regularly scheduled meeting

C. November 2, 2009 Easter Ottawa Public Transit meeting.

D. November 5, 2009 Planning Commission regularly scheduled meeting.

E. November 19, 2009 Township Board regularly scheduled meeting.

16. Adjournment

There being no additional items of business to come before the Board and without objection the meeting was called to adjournment by Supervisor Ver Hage at 9:10pm.

Recorded by Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator

Submitted by, Phil DeLange, Clerk

