BLENDON TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

October 16, 2008

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Larry Ver Hage.

2. The invocation was offered by supervisor Larry Ver Hage. 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

4. Roll Call:  Present, Vanden Berg, Vander Kuyl, Ver Hage, De Lange, Blauwkamp.

5. Motion by Vandenberg, supported by Blauwkamp, to approve the Agenda with the addition to New Business item j- Blendon Pines unpaid invoice.  Motion Carried.

6. Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by Vanden Berg, to approve the minutes of the September 18, 2008 Minutes.  Motion Carried.

7. Motion by VanderKuyl, supported by De Lange, to approve for payment the invoices from Sept 17, 2008 to Oct. 15, 2008 as presented.  Motion Carried.

8. Budget Report and Reconciliation – the supervisor presented a general review of the budget at 50% of the fiscal year.

a. Motion Number 1, General Fund.  Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange , That the following budget account line be adjusted as follows:  Account 101-265-86000, Building & Grounds, to be increased $72.00 from contingent account 101-890-965000;  account 101-751-865000, Insurance, to be increased $250.00 from the contingent account 101-890-965000.  Roll Call Vote:  Vanden Berg yes, Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes.  Motion Carried.

b. Motion Number 2, Fire Operations Fund.  Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, that the following budget account line item be adjusted as follows:  Account 206-336-90000, Fire Operations – Printing & Publishing, to be increased $250.00 from account 206-336-89000, Fire Operations – Contingent account, 206-336-89000.   Roll Call Vote:  Vanden Berg, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes.  Motion Carried.

9. Opportunity for public comment:

· Bob Taylor, 5267 Tyler

· Bob says that property valuations should decrease.

· Bob wanted the Township to cut expenses.

10. Monthly Reports:

a. Emergency Services Committee – Minutes of the Sept. 25, 2008 meeting were presented for information.

b. Fire Department Activity Report – A verbal report was presented by Chief Kurt Gernaat for information.

c. Police Activity Report – A report was presented for information and the summary was read by the supervisor.

d. Building Inspector report – A report was presented and read by the Building Inspector, Jim Scholma.

e. Zoning Administration Report – A report was presented and read by the Zoning Administrator, Jim Scholma.

f. Building & Grounds.  No report.

g. Treasurers Report – Annual Financial Report 07 –08 - Treasurer Don Vander Kuyl offered remarks in conjunction with the written report that was presented to the Board for information.

Larry Ver Hage presented the annual financial report prepared by Kiekover, Scholma & Shumaker, PC. 

h. Planning Commission – The minutes of the October 2, 2008 meeting were presented for information.

i. Election Committee – The minutes of the October 13, 2008 meeting were presented for information.

Motion by De Lange to purchase six tables to be used at Precinct 3 for elections was supported by VanderKuyl. Motion carried.

11. New Business

a.
Motion by De Lange, supported by Vander Kuyl, to approve Robert Modreske as mechanical inspector.  Vanden Berg, yes; VanderKuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes. Motion carried.                                                          Motion Blauwkamp, supported by De Lange to collect a fee of $45.00 per inspection for the electrical, mechanical and plumbing inspections, effective Nov. 1, 2008.  Vanden Berg, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes. Motion Carried.  

b.    No action was taken.

c.
Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, to purchase the Electronic Document Management System with Canon DR5010C Monochrome/Color for archiving – reorganizing, cataloging, and indexing public record.  Motion Carried.

d.
Motion by Vanden Berg, supported by De Lange, to schedule the placement and purchase Engine Braking signs from the Ottawa County Road Commission for $165.00 each.  Vanden Berg, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes.  Motion Carried.

e.
Motion by Blauwkamp, supported by Vanden Berg to move item j New Business to the next item on the agenda.  Motion Carried.

f.
Motion by Vanden Berg, supported by De Lange to waive the amount of money ($1736.00) due to Blendon Township, for the deficient escrow balance resulting from legal and engineering fees generated as a result of the creation of a new special land use permit for Blendon Pines (Guns and Gear) . Motion Carried.

g.
Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, to approve the purchase of a digital SLR camera for the Assessor Field Audit, Zoning Administrator & Ordinance Enforcement.  Roll Call: Vanden Berg, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes. Motion Carried.

h.
Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Blauwkamp, to approve the   appointment of Dale Brown to the Blendon Township Planning Commission.  Roll Call: Vanden Berg, yes; Vander Kuyl, yes; Ver Hage, yes; De Lange, yes; Blauwkamp, yes. Motion Carried.

i.
Motion by De Lange, supported by Blauwkamp, to participate in construction of a safety guardrail on 96th Ave of which Blendon Township will contribute $5000.00.  Motion Carried.

j.
Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by Vanden Berg, to approve the request of the Blendon Township Fire Dept. to sign an agreement with Gruppen Services for snow removal services this winter.  Motion Carried.

k.
Motion by Vander Kuyl, supported by De Lange, to approve the request of the Blendon Township Fire Dept. to purchase replacement carpet for the office & meeting room at the Tyler St. Fire Station.  Motion Carried.

12. Upcoming Meetings.

a. EMS Committee – October 30, 2008

b. Planning Commission – November 6, 2008

c. Township Board – November 20, 2008   

13. Correspondence

14. Information

a. Al Huizenga wants to know if the Township would be interested in the maintenance of the Borculo Cemetery.

b. Ottawa County Road Commission – Traffic report.

15. Adjournment   

        Motion by De Lange, supported by Blauwkamp, to adjourn the meeting.

        Motion Carried                  9:13pm                

Recorded by, Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator.

Submitted by, Phil De Lange, Clerk

