MEMO

July 31, 2009

To:
ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
RE:
Proposed revised “Burning Ordinance” explanation summary
1. Preamble and sections 1 through 5 are standard opening ordinance provisions.

2. Section 6 states provisions that are in the current ordinance with the addition of provisions required by the Michigan DEQ.

3. Section 7 states provisions that are substantially the same as the current ordinance.

4. Section 8 states provisions that are substantially the same as the current ordinance.

5. Section 9 provides for prescribed burning in order to facilitate public safety by coordinating with the Fire Department on large burning projects.  (Usually big fires)

6. Section 10 provides for “Wood-Fired Boilers” that did not exist at the time the current ordinance was adopted 18 years ago.

7. Section 11 provides for “Patio Wood-Burning Units that did not exist at the time the current ordinance was adopted 18 years ago.

8. Section 12 deals with the Fire Department and their training processes.  This is new and conforms to the requirements set forth the Michigan DEQ.
9. Section 13 provides the process for obtaining a “Burning Permit” and is substantially the same as the current process.

10.  Section 14 simply states the obvious fact that the person who starts a fire that causes damage to his neighbor or the community is the person that is responsible.

11.  Section 15 states the preliminary step in the due process prescribed by the Michigan Criminal Procedure and the due process requirements of the US Constitution.

12.  Section 16 reduces the penalty under the current ordinance from criminal liability with up to a $500 fine and 90 days in jail down to a civil infraction more like a traffic ticket.

13.  Sections 17 & 18 are standard ordinance statements.

