Minutes of the Blendon Township

Planning Commission

August 7, 2008

1. At 7:00 pm Chairman Mark Leathead called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.

2. Roll Call:  Present, Paul Potter, Rick Lamer, Ron Wind, Jim Vander Veen, Mark Leathead, Paul Blauwkamp.  Absent with notice, Linda Nysse.

3. Attendees:  Lynee Wells representing Williams & Works, Jim Scholma, Zoning Administrator, recorder.

Guests:  Meghann Rauscher, Tom Fitzpatrick, Denny Younker, Steve Host.

4. Motion by Paul Potter, supported by Rick Lamer to approve the agenda with the addition of 7c New Business.  Meghann Rauscher from Ottawa County Planning and Zoning Administration.  Motion Carried.

5. Motion by Rick Lamer, supported by Ron Wind to approve the minutes of the June 5, 2008 Planning Commission Meeting as presented.  Motion Carried.

6. Opportunity for public comments.  No Comments.

7. New Business

a. Review of Model Ordinance to regulate Ethanol Production Facilities. Discussion will be held at the September 4, 2008 meeting.

b. Discussion of Water & Sewer Committee Report.

1) Motion by Jim Vander Veen that a Water distribution study be conducted and a general plan be created for inclusion into the “Blendon Township Master Plan.” Supported by Paul Potter.  Motion Carried.

2) Motion by Jim Vander Veen that the proposal by Williams & Works for a water distribution study and plan, with a not to exceed amount of $4,300.00 be accepted and recommended for approval by the Blendon Township Board.  Supported by Paul Blauwkamp.  Motion Carried.

c. Meghann Rauscher from the Ottawa County Planning and Zoning Administration explained the rationale for the standardization of colors on Master Plan maps throughout the County. The Planning Commission gave their approval to accept the standardization of colors on the Master Plan maps. 

8. Old Business

a. Preliminary site plan review request of Denny Host and Steve Younker for the Fox Meadow project.

1).  Motion by Jim Vander Veen, supported by Rick Lamer to have Chairman Mark Leathead send a letter to commissioner Linda Nysse concerning a breach of ethical conduct in the dissemination of information and appearance of exparte communication implying a conflict of interest, and recommend that she excuse herself from discussion and vote on the matter. Motion Carried.

2).  Motion by Paul Blauwkamp, supported by Rick Lamer to take the preliminary site plan review request of Denny Younker and Steve Host for the Fox Meadow project off the table.  Motion Carried.

3). Tom Fitzpatrick of Infrastructure C&E, representing Denny Younker and Steve Host explained details and particulars of the Fox Meadow project to the Planning Commission which was followed by discussion between the Planning Commission  members and Tom Fitzpatrick, Denny Younker and Steve Host.

4).  Motion by Rick Lamer, supported by Paul Blauwkamp to hold a Public Hearing on October 2, 2008 concerning the special use request of Denny Younker and Steve Host.  Motion Carried.

5).  Motion by Rick Lamer, supported by Paul Potter to table further discussion of the request of a special use permit on the Fox Meadow project until the September 4, 2008 meeting.  Motion Carried.

b. Motion by Rick Lamer, supported by Paul Blauwkamp to table items 8c and 8d until the September 4, 2008 meeting.  Motion Carried.

9. Adjournment.

Motion by Rick Lamer, supported by Paul Blauwkamp to adjourn.  Motion Carried.  10:37 pm.

Next scheduled Planning Commission Meeting September 4, 2008

Respectfully submitted by 

Jim Scholma, Recorder.

September 4, 2008 agenda items

Discussion of the Special Use Permit request for the Fox Meadow Project

Discussion of the Model Ordinance to regulate Ethanol Production Facilities.

Ordinance Review

Master Plan Review

