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BLENDON TOWNSHIP

Board Meeting Minutes
Monday, October 20, 2025 @ 7:00 pm

The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Don Vander Kuyl
Invocation was given by Jeff Meyer, Trustee.
Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

Roll call. PRESENT: Don Vander Kuyl, Supervisor
Robin Overway, Clerk
Jeff Meyer, Trustee
Steve O’Connell, Treasurer
Trisha Henderson, Trustee

Also Attending: Greg Golembiewski, Manager
Kurt Gernaat, Fire Chief

Motion to approve the agenda was made by O’Connell, supported by Meyer.
Motion Carried 5-0

Motion to approve the Board Meeting Minutes, dated September 15, 2025, was made by Meyer,
supported by O’Connell. Motion Carried 5-0

Motion to approve the Invoices dated September 9, 2025, to October 13, 2025, was made by
Henderson and supported by Meyer. Motion Carried 5-0

Opportunity for Public Comment and communication of business on the agenda: 3 Residents spoke
in support of the Save the Campbell effort.

Treasurer’s Report — None
Clerk’s Report — As Submitted
Supervisor’s Report — None
Manager’s Report — Manager Golembiewski went over the report, highlighting the Multipurpose
Building final product and the Water Infrastructure Grant we received through the State of Michigan.
Monthly Reports — Consent Items- Motion by O’Connell, seconded by Overway, to approve the
Consent Items with discussion on monthly reports. Motion Carried 5-0

A) Fire Department activity report — Chief stated he was heading to lowa on Wednesday

morning, to look at the fire truck and bring it home by Friday

B) Police Activity report — as submitted in the packet.

C) Building and Grounds report — None

D) Building Permit report — as submitted in the packet.

E) Zoning Enforcement report — Manager highlighted.
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F) Preliminary Planning Commission Minutes — October meeting cancelled.

G) 2" Quarter Financial Report — Melissa Veldheer

Presentations — None

Board & Commission Appointments & New Hire — None

Old Business —

a) Multipurpose Building — The supervisor stated a public open house would likely be in the

Spring of 2026.

b) The Campbell Resolutions that were addressed and opened for discussion. Resolution 10.2

was offered by O’Connell, seconded by Overway, to approve Resolution 2025-10.2 Save the
Campbell Net Zero. Motion Carried 4-1

Resolution 2025-10.3 was offered by O’Connell, seconded by Overway, to approve Resolution
2025-10.3 Save the Campbell. Motion Carried 4-1

Spongy moth discussion was opened. Manager Golembiewski gave an update on the feedback
from residents. The Board will discuss this around budget time to decide a course of action for
future spraying.

New Business

a.

Library Discussion — Manager Golembiewski gave a report to the Board stating that the library
millage is expiring at the end of the year. Blendon has extended its tax collection through this
winter. The library board would like Blendon to consider covering the amount the taxes
generate if a millage does not pass next year. The Board discussed and will have the Library
Committee representatives come to the Board to speak next month.
Resolution #2025-10.1 Establishing a fee schedule for Water Rates — Manager Golembiewski
reviewed the rates with the Board. Motion by O’Connell, seconded by Henderson, to approve
Resolution 2025-10.1 Establishing a fee schedule for water rates under the Water Ordinance.
Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Overway, Vander Kuyl, Meyer, O’Connell, Henderson

No: Motion Carried 5-0

Code Concepts Group Contract — Manager Golembiewski and Chief Gernaat highlighted the
reasoning behind entering into a contract to help better support the Planning Commission in
the upcoming KCE proposal. Motion by O’Connell, supported by Overway, to approve entering
into a contract with Code Concepts Group.

19. Public Comments on items NOT ON the agenda— Seven residents spoke against the BESS, listing
factors such as soil concerns, road concerns and conditions, and the zoning master plan requirements
for the facility. The member of the planning commission was also brought up for discussion; was it a
legal quorum? The board stated the requirements for a quorum for a General Law Township were
met. 1 resident spoke in favor of the Campbell resolutions. 1 resident asked about the intentions of a
property that was recently purchased.

20.

Board or Staff Comments — O’Connell commented on the new space. Meyer commented on the
battery storage fires and listed some areas to research on what happened for the Board review.
Espenedo, California, and Saline Township water towers were two examples from Meyers' research.
He also discussed the toxins that may be airborne. Henderson thanked the staff for keeping the Board
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23.

informed of the concerns and support of the BESS project. Golembiewski presented the Board
members with the Capital Outlay Plan for 2026/2027 Budget year and the possibility of future land
acquisitions.

Correspondence for Informational Purposes — Several letters were received from residents for the
Board in opposition to the BESS project.

Upcoming Events

e Planning Commission — November 5, 2025 (Location: Borculo Christian School, 6830 96t
Ave, Zeeland, Ml)

e Township Board — November 17, 2025
Adjournment:
e With no other business to be brought before the Board, a motion was made by O’Connell,
seconded by Overway, to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 pm
Motion Carried 5-0

Recorded by Jennifer Mokma, Administrative Assistant, Deputy Clerk
Submitted by Robin Overway, Township Clerk



