
       BLENDON TOWNSHIP 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, November 17, 2025 @ 7:00 pm 

1. The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Don Vander Kuyl

2. Invocation was given by Trisha Henderson, Trustee.

3. Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

4. Roll call.   PRESENT: Don Vander Kuyl, Supervisor 
Robin Overway, Clerk 
Jeff Meyer, Trustee  

   Steve O’Connell, Treasurer 
   Trisha Henderson, Trustee 

5. Also Attending:         Greg Golembiewski, Manager 
 Absent with Notice -Kurt Gernaat, Fire Chief 

6. Motion to approve the agenda was made by Henderson, supported by O’Connell to approve the
agenda.                                                                                    Motion Carried 5-0

7. Motion to approve the Board Meeting Minutes, dated October 20, 2025, was made by O’Connell,
supported by Meyer, with the following changes on Item 18: a) with the following spelling change
“mileage to millage”.                               Motion Carried 5-0

8. Motion to approve the Invoices dated October 14, 2025, to November 10, 2025, was made by Meyer
and supported by O’Connell.                             Motion Carried 5-0

9. Opportunity for Public Comment and communication of business on the agenda:

10. Treasurer’s Report – As Submitted

11. Clerk’s Report – As Submitted

12. Supervisor’s Report – Vander Kuyl sent a letter out in opposition to the proposal to increase the size
and weight of tractor-trailers on the interstates.

13. Manager’s Report –  Discussion was held regarding the Church of the Open Barn and the paving
requirement included in their zoning rezone approval from two years ago. The church has requested a
six-month extension to complete the required paving of their parking lot. The Board shared its
thoughts on the request. Motion by Meyer, supported by Overway, to grant the Church of the Open
Barn a six-month extension for completion of the paving requirement. Motion Carried 4-1

14. Monthly Reports – Consent Items- Motion by O’Connell, seconded by Overway, to approve the
Consent Items with discussion on monthly reports.   Motion Carried 5-0

A) Fire Department activity report – None

B) Police Activity report – None



C) Building and Grounds report – None

D) Building Permit report – as submitted in the packet.

E) Zoning Enforcement report – Manager highlighted.

F) Preliminary Planning Commission Minutes – Not available at time of meeting

G) ZBA Minutes – as submitted in the packet

15. Presentations –The Library Board presented two requests to the Township Board.
First, they requested approval of an extension to the current library services contract, which expires
on December 31. Second, they asked the Township Board to place a library millage proposal on the
ballot for the August election next year. It was noted that the Township would need to fund library
services for the six-month period between the contract’s expiration and the implementation of the
millage, should the millage be approved and a new contract executed.

16. Board & Commission Appointments & New Hire – Motion by Meyer, seconded by O’Connell to
approve Clifford Bulhouse as an Alternate for the ZBA for a term to run until 4-1-2027.

Motion Carried 5-0 

17. Old Business

18. New Business
a. ORD #2025-11.1 Wolverine Power Cooperation – Motion by O’Connell, seconded by

Henderson, to approve the Wolverine Power Cooperation Revocable Electric Service Franchise
Ordinance 30-year agreement.
Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Overway, Vander Kuyl, Meyer, O’Connell, Henderson  
No:   Motion Carried 5-0 

b. Tyler Street Water Bid – Manager Golembiewski presented the winning bid for the project to
the Board, along with 2 other bid tabulations. Motion by O’Connell, seconded by Meyer, to
accept De Sal Excavating as the low bidder.    Motion Carried 5-0

c. CIP – The 2026-2027 CIP as presented to the Board by Manager Golembiewski, with an
addition to the water fund of $100,000 committed for the 26-27 fiscal year. The Board will
receive a revised copy of the CIP along with a proposed budget at the December meeting.

19. Public Comments on items NOT ON the agenda— Several residents spoke regarding various township 
matters:

• Battery Energy Storage System (BESS):
Multiple residents expressed opposition to the proposed BESS project, requesting that the Board 
deny the application. Concerns included safety risks, limited local fire-response resources, 
incompatibility with the Township’s Master Plan, and general protection of land and residents. 
Some speakers also urged the Board to oppose PA 233.
A resident asked for clarification on the evacuation procedures that would be used in the event of a 
BESS-related emergency.

• Community Center:
A resident inquired about the current status of the Community Center and why rentals for residents 
have been discontinued.



• Water and Infrastructure:
A resident stated that water resources are critical for the Township’s future and encouraged the
Board to place the burden of related costs on developers.

• Library Services:
Comments included support for the proposed library millage as well as one resident speaking in
opposition to increasing library services or placing a millage on the ballot.

• Roads and Local Issues:
A resident asked questions regarding Tyler Street Main.

• Board Conduct and Governance:
A resident expressed appreciation for the work of Don Vander Kuyl and the Board but encouraged
increased respect for residents during public speaking time.
Additional questions included whether the Board has the authority to remove a commission if
requested by residents, and where electricity stored in the proposed BESS facility would ultimately
be distributed.

20. Board or Staff Comments – Wyoming 3rd Transmission Main Fall 2025 video
21. Correspondence for Informational Purposes – Ottawa County traffic study was submitted by

Golembiewski for information.

22. Upcoming Events

• Planning Commission – December 1, 2025 (Location: Borculo Christian School, 6830 96th

Ave, Zeeland, MI)

• Planning Commission – Special Meeting December 4, 2025 (Location: Blendon Township
Hall, 7161 72nd Ave, Hudsonville, MI)

• Township Board – December 15, 2025

23. Adjournment:

• With no other business to be brought before the Board, a motion was made by O’Connell,
seconded by Henderson, to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 p.m.

  Motion Carried 5-0 

Recorded by Jennifer Mokma, Administrative Assistant, Deputy Clerk 
 Submitted by Robin Overway, Township Clerk 


